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Dear Voter, 

 

Recently at our annual staff meeting, our Voter Education Director had a      

special activity in which our SOE team was divided into three groups. One 

group had the responsibility of clapping, the other had the responsibility of 

snapping their fingers, and the third group had the responsibility to drum on 

their laps.  The director orchestrated beautiful music with these three motions.  

The whole idea of this activity was describing the importance of “making rain” 

together.  Our office is constantly reminding our team that we each have a    

responsibility and have to work together to obtain a successful election. 

 

Even though we have been welcomed with a beautiful summer, as Floridians 

we know the changes that will be approaching us shortly as we begin our     

hurricane season.  It is a part of life to adapt to these changes in Florida.  Just as 

we experience these summer changes, we also have  upcoming changes due to 

redistricting and recent election laws passed by the Legislature.   

 

There will be many changes that we will need to focus on and educate the    

voter on which I have attached in our summer e-newsletter.  It is essential that 

the election office inform Broward voters of these changes and we make rain 

together by spreading the word to other Broward voters.  Rest assured that we 

will do our usual intense planning to make sure that all of our voters receive the 

high quality voting experience to which they have become 

accustomed.     

 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Brenda C. Snipes 

Broward County Supervisor of Elections 

JROTC and SOE 4 



On Monday, May 16, four Mayors 
from Haiti visited the Supervisor of 
Elections Office in Fort Lauderdale.  

Dr. Brenda C. Snipes, Broward 
County Supervisor of Elections     

personally welcomed the delegation.  
The dignitaries also experienced a 
demonstration of the Evid machine 
which is used to process voters in 

Early Voting and Election Day.  The 
Haitian delegation came to Broward 
County representing the sister cities 
program.  They were the honored 

guests at the Haitian Independence 
Day and Flag Day held on Saturday, 

May 14th in Fort Lauderdale.   

In this picture: 
Mayors: Honorable Marc Harry Milard from the City of Port Salut.  

Honorable Joseph Laurius from the City of Anse-a-Foleur.   
Honorable Danny Luc from the City of Jeremy.  Honorable Jean 

Petrus from the city of Petionville. 
Voter Education Department: McEddy Masson, Voter Education    

Specialist.  Tonya Edwards, Voter Education Coordinator.                   
Ana Romagosa, Outreach Bilingual Coordinator. 

Visit from Mayors of Haiti to the SOE Office 

Important Election Dates to       

Remember for: 

Deerfield Beach District 2 

Special Election 

 

Last day to register: 

 June 20, 2011 

 

Last day to request an Absentee 

Ballot be mailed to you: 

July 13, 2011 

 

Election Day: 

July 19, 2011 

7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
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REAPPORTIONMENT, REDISTRICTING AND  

REPRECINCTING 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some very important events will be happening from now until fall 2012 that will impact our elections in Florida. These events 

are reapportionment, redistricting and reprecincting. 

 

How do these events affect you? 

 

Every 10 years, Florida re-draws its districts for Congress, state legislatures and local government. This is what 

we call redistricting.  Redistricting ensures that about the same number of people live in each district and, as a 

result, that each person is equally represented in our government.  

 

Our representatives in local, state, and federal government set the rules by which we live.   Periodically, we hold 

elections to make sure that these representatives continue to listen to us. In ways large and small, who we vote for 

affects the taxes we pay, the food we eat, the air we breathe, the ways in which we make each other safer and 

more secure.  All of our legislators in state government, many of our legislators in local government, and our    

legislators in Congress are elected from districts, which divide a state and its voters into geographical territories. 

In most of these districts, all of the voters are ultimately represented by the candidate who wins the most votes in 

the district.  

 

Redistricting: It is the responsibility of each State Legislature to use the population counts released by the Census 

Bureau (per Public Law 94-171) to create the actual congressional districts that contain approximately an equal 

number of people. The legislature will also use these PL 94-171 census counts to redraw the State Senate and 

State House into equal districts. The Florida legislature will hold statewide public hearings in the summer and fall 

of 2011 and begin their work on the Federal and State districts when the session starts on January 10, 2012. Those 

new districts must be through all Governor, Supreme Court and Justice Department reviews in time for federal 

and state candidate qualifying to begin on June 18th, 2012. 

Here in Broward County, those same census population numbers will be used to create new single member county 

districts. 

 

Reapportionment: As required by the U. S. Constitution, every 10 years a count is made of every man, woman 

and child in the country by the Census Bureau. These population counts are used to decide how many of the 435 

congressional seats each state gets in the U. S. House of Representatives. As a result of the 2010 Census, Florida 

gained 2 more seats for a total of 27. The largest congressional delegation is California with 53, Texas is second 

with 36, and Florida and New York with 27 each are tied for the third and fourth. Those 27 congressional seats, 

combined with our 2 U.S. Senate seats, equals 29 Electoral College votes for Florida. 

 

 

Reprecincting: All of these district line changes must then be reflected in the county and city voting precinct 

lines that are used by the Elections office to determine where a person votes and what ballot they will receive. 

New county districts will be in effect for the fall 2012 county elections. Before the elections, every voter will be 

notified of these changes. 

 

In summary, as a result of reapportionment, redistricting and reprecincting, a voter could be assigned to a new 

precinct, go to a new polling place and be in a new district with a new set of elected officials. 
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The Army Junior Reserve Officers Training Corps at the  Boyd H. 
Anderson High school has been an integral part of the Election 
Day Operations for the past 5 years. Through the efforts of 
Broward Supervisor of Elections, Dr. Brenda Snipes, Election Day 
Operations Director, Pat Nesbit and JROTC Master Sergeant,  
Linda Rivers, students have had the opportunity to assist at the 
Election Day Technical Support Call Center. The students are 
trained on equipment operation, database logging of all incoming 
calls and proper phone procedures to ensure the successful  

      resolution of every call that comes into the center.  
 
       Noel Ryan, one of our training coordinators who works with the 

JROTC on Election Day was honored when asked to give a speech on the topic of 
"The importance of graduating high school"  to the ROTC graduating class. Cadets were    
encouraged to see the act of graduating high school, and all other formal educational plans, 
as a form of declaring their Independence for themselves, their families and the community. 
And by doing so they would be moving forward to their right to have "Life, Liberty and the  
Pursuit of Happiness". Noel was  presented with a plaque for his dedication and support to 
the program.  The Broward County Supervisor of Elections Office  would like to thank Boyd 
Anderson JROTC for all of their hard work and dedication in being an intricate part of Elec-
tion Day. 4 

Noel Ryan 

SOE Training Coordinator 

Picture Right:  Katie has been a key contributor the last two years to the High School Voter Registration Drive which is organized 

by the Broward County Supervisor of Elections Voter Education Department and Broward County Schools 

Recently Broward Supervisor of Elections, Dr. Brenda Snipes received the 2011 Civics 

in Action award from the League of Women Voters of Broward County (LWVBC).  

However, she was not the only one to receive an award this day.  A young lady by the 

name of Katelyn O’Leary from Saint Thomas Aquinas High School was given an      

honorable recognition by the LWVBC for her participation in the Supervisor of        

Elections High School Voter Registration Drive and her active participation in the     

Supervisor of Elections Neighborhood Partnership Committee meetings, Katie was the 

youngest individual at the meeting representing her school.  “As an educator, I truly love 

to see students passionate about the election process.  I congratulate Katelyn for all of 

her dedication and hard work in registering students to vote.” said Supervisor of       

Elections, Dr. Snipes. 

 

Katie not only has become involved with the Supervisor of Elections Office, she was 

also elected President of the Saint Thomas Aquinas Young 

Voters Club.  When asked why elections are so important 

to her, she said:  

“Ever since I was little, I have always felt that you can 

have a lasting effect on society and make changes for good 

government.  It is so important for youth to have a voice 

because every vote does matter.   Elections are so         

important to me because elections are about choosing who 

represents you.  Most importantly, it is not about choosing 

one party or another, it is about truly studying the         

candidate and being aware of the person who you are 

choosing to represent you.”   

Picture above: 

Katie with Broward 

Supervisor of Elections, 

Dr. Brenda Snipes at 

the League of  

Women Voters Awards 

Luncheon 



We would like to inform you of some legislative 

changes  that were signed into law in the 2011   

Florida legislative session, and that could affect 

you, as voters.   

 

Changes to Voter Registration Record:  

 

o Address changes. Gives registered voters who 

move from county-to-county the same options for 

updating their address other than by voter            

registration application (i.e., in person, by phone, by 

mail, by e-mail, by fax, or by written signed notice) 

provided the  

 
o Address changes at the polls. Allows only the 

following voters to change their addresses at the 

polls on Election Day and still vote a regular ballot: 

1) those voting in the same county in which they 

originally registered to vote; or, 2) an active military 

member or in the same family with an active       

military member. Other electors making county-to-

county address changes at the polls would be      

required to vote a provisional ballot. The same legal 

standard for counting the provisional ballot still  

applies, i.e., count the ballot unless it is more likely 

than not that the voter is not entitled to vote (e.g.., 

the voter is not registered, the ballot was cast in the 

wrong precinct, the voter already voted, or evidence 

of actual fraud exists).  

 
Early Voting (EV):  

 

o EV period. Provides for an 8-day EV period,  

beginning from the 10th to the 3rd day before the 

election — while maintaining the current maximum 

96 total hours of early voting should supervisors 

deem it necessary in their counties.  

 

o EV hours. Requires early voting at each site to be 

open for a minimum of 6 hours and a maximum of 

12 hours per day.  

 

 

 

Election dates:  

 

o Presidential Preference Primary (PPP).       

Eliminates the current date for the PPP (last      

Tuesday in January) and creates a 10-member PPP 

Date Selection Committee, which will establish the 

PPP date every four years to fall between the       

beginning of January and the beginning of March; 

the date must be selected by October 1 of the year 

preceding the presidential election.  

 

o Primary election. Moves the State’s primary 

election from 10 weeks to 12 weeks before the   

general election; therefore, the primary in 2012 will 

be on August 14, 2012. (Because of this change, 

qualifying will also be two weeks earlier.)  

 
Third-Party Voter Registration Organizations  

Fraud Prevention:  

 

Requires such groups to submit voter registration 

applications within 48 hours of receipt instead of 10 

days, to identify registration agents collecting     

applications, and to act as a fiduciary to voters 

whose applications have been collected; requires 

registration forms to contain certain identifying   

information; mandates that the Division maintain a 

database of forms issued to third-party voter       

registration groups; applies the provisions           

retroactively to existing third-party voter             

registration groups; requires SOEs to place        

identifying information on forms provided to the 

group; and requires SOEs to provide information to 

the Division on voter registration applications     

provided to such groups. The Division will adopt an 

emergency rule in the near future to more            

definitively establish procedures concerning the 

changes in law regarding third-party voter           

registration organizations.  

 

Please contact us at 954-357-7050 if you have 

moved, changed your name or had a life event 

that has changed your signature since the    

November 2010 Election.  
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